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Introduction
"With God all things are possible" Matthew 19:26
This year the UDPS finds us at a special moment in the life of the
Federation. We celebrate it together in the framework of the organization
of our 37th WSCF General Assembly. This generates a special feeling
among the SCMs: the idea that soon the students and members of the
Federation will be able to be together to celebrate our communion and
community life, and to think together about the future of our Federation in
terms of the necessary plans and strategies to continue transforming our
realities at the three levels: local, regional, and global.
This special "seasoning" encourages us to continue working together side
by side with the hope of meeting again after several years without the
possibility of doing so. We have been together through a global pandemic and we are still going through it-. Despite all the sadness that we have
experienced as humanity, we can say "thus far the Lord has helped us" (1
Samuel 7:12).
This year’s UDPS, we review the programs of the last 6 years of the WSCF,
those that have guided our ecumenical work: transformative diakonia,
advocacy, and biblical reflection, which we will soon renew, deepen, and
adapt to the historical moment we are living.
The biblical text for the 2022 UDPS is “With God all things are possible”
(Matthew 19:26). From this text, we publicly testify through community
prayer that the future will find us working. We know that the Lord has also
trusted his and her followers, the young people of the WSCF, so that in
alliance with him, we make another world possible, where people and
nature achieve equity, justice, and peace.
We invite all the SCMs of the world to join the celebration and prayer of
the Universal Day of Prayer for Students in community, love and praxis.
We rejoice in hope, because all the things are possible if God is with us.
Marcelo Leites
WSCF General Secretary
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History of the UDPS
Every year, individuals, churches and communities around the world
unite to lift up students in prayer on Student Sunday, also known as
the Universal Day of Prayer for Students (UDPS).
Student Sunday is coordinated by the World Student Christian
Federation (WSCF), and has been celebrated since 1898, making it one
of the oldest ecumenical days of prayer. It serves as one of the tangible
signs of our common life and connection between students and
alumni of WSCF all around the world.
The UDPS was first celebrated on Sunday 13th February 1898 at the
second meeting of what was then known as the General Committee of
the World Student Christian Federation. The participants of the
Federation’s then ten member movements believed that intercessory
prayer should be a vital ingredient in the life of a world-wide body of
Christian students. As a result, the early leaders of the federation
called on Christian students around the world to join together in
February each year for observance of the Universal Day of Prayer for
Students.
During the world wars when it was impossible to hold WSCF meetings,
the major bond of unity between those separated from one another by
the ravages of war was the annual observance of the Day of Prayer for
Students.
For more than a century students and friends of WSCF have observed
this Day of Prayer as a way to express their common commitment as
witnesses of our faith in God and in each other, to the world both
inside and outside our academic communities.
The WSCF publishes ecumenical services of worship on a theme that
relates to the Federation’s theme of study for the year or responds to
current events and issues of concern to the world’s students.
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Practical Tips

This draft reflects the pandemic situation we have been in for almost
two years. Celebrating worship physically in the same space is often
not possible and creative solutions have to be found daily to enable us
to continue praying, singing and telling about God together. This has
included new forms of online worship, materials for worship with
one's own family, and much more besides.
In order to do justice to the different realities, this proposal is to be
understood as a collection, which also contains suggestions for digital
and especially interactive services.
There are no limits to your creativity - 'With God all things are
possible'.
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Opening Prayer
Loving God,
who knows all we will ever learn and holds
all we will ever forget.
Bless, inspire and encourage all students.
In the time of the pandemic, sustain them.
In times they are overwhelmed, comfort
them and in times of discovery give them
joy.
Where learning is restricted by poverty,
race, or gender, we pray for your justice to
come, bringing down systems of inequality
and subverting individual barriers.
Teach us to be students of your
astounding grace, that we may see more of
your Kingdom on earth.
In Jesus' name,
Amen
Credits: https://www.movement.org.uk/resources/student-sunday (15.02.2022)
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Biblical reading 1

The Rich and the Kingdom of God
Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing
must I do to get eternal life?” – “Why do you ask me about what is good?”
Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life,
keep the commandments.” – “Which ones?” he inquired. Jesus replied,
“‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not
steal, you shall not give false testimony, Honor your
father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as
yourself.’” – “All these I have kept,” the young man
said. “What do I still lack?”
Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell
your possessions and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
When the young man heard this, he went away sad,
because he had great wealth. Then Jesus said to his
disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell
you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they
photo: Frank Becker/ pixabay
were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be
saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but
with God all things are possible.” Peter answered him, “We have left
everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?” Jesus said to
them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man
sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
Matthew 19:16-28
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Biblical reading 2

If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of
the towns of the land the Lord your God is giving you,
do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them.
Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever
they need. Be careful not to harbor this wicked thought:
“The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is
near,” so that you do not show ill will toward the needy
among your fellow Israelites and give them nothing.
They may then appeal to the Lord against you, and you
will be found guilty of sin. Give generously to them and
do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the
Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in
everything you put your hand to. There will always be
poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to
be openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are
poor and needy in your land.
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Deuteronomy 15:7-11

Reflections

At WSCF, we believe it is important to grapple with ideas of relevance in
today's world, particularly those which are close to the hearts of our
student members. In the following reflections, we consider what these
passages might have to tell us about these five broad areas we work and
pray in: identity and diversity, peace-building, interfaith dialogue,
ecological justice and higher education.
Let's take this as unique pieces of the mozaik that shows how colorful God
reveals themself in Jesus Christ.
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Identity and Diversity
Being a community that recognizes that all peoples, each in the image
and likeness of God, are worthy of respect, we love and are in
communion with all of our LGBTQIA+ members. When Christ said ‘I
am the vine and you are the branches’, he did not exclude any on the
basis of gender orientation or race.
With this in mind, it is important to acknowledge, especially while
reflecting on our passage from St Matthew, that inclusion of LGBTQIA+
persons, and the ability of LGBTQIA+ persons to access resources, is tied
forever to economic development. Emerging economies rightly put
emphasis on lifting up all their citizens, but such is the long list of their
needs, that often LGBTQIA+ resources are placed last in the queue. This is
especially true for trans persons; who in 29 different emerging economies
struggle to access any form of gender affirmation surgery. Sexual and
gender minorities, as studies have proven, are pushed so far to the edges of
our societies that they are most at danger of becoming involved in the
cultures of crime and drug use. We, being a Christian community, take
comfort in the words of Jesus, who said that ‘the last would be the first’. The
world we inhabit, however, does not always recognize the Christian virtues
of poverty and humility, rather, it encourages the dangerous idea that
‘greed is good’. As has been said many times in the past, there is a 1% of
the human race that controls the same amount of wealth as the bottom
50% combined.
We know, as Christians, that this ridiculous wealth
chasm only holds back the human race. What kind of
world would it be if instead of building rockets to fly
to the edge of space, the 1% shared out their wealth
more equitably? One thing is for sure, our trans
brothers and sisters and our non binary friends,
whether they live in Colombia, Sierra Leone, or
Cambodia could find a brighter future.
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We must face the fact that not only does having a 1% hold back our
world, but also the wealth of nations is held back by a kind of
conservatism that dares to call hatred godly. Police officers unjustly
arrest LGBTQIA+ people taking them out of productive employment.
These people face disproportionate rates of physical and psychological
violence. This discrimination causes our fellow human beings to be
disproportionately unemployed and bars from being able to commit to
work and the products of industry.
While we may not be responsible for the lack of resources in the
world, and while we are not ourselves members of this 1%, this does
not mean that we can abdicate our responsibility. We must aid our
loved ones and give succour to their needs, for Christ said, “That
which you do to the least of my people, that you do unto me.”

Peace-Building
Peacebuilding is something that is incredibly important for my
personal faith. To understand how to build peace we must understand
what causes war. War is about power and resources and so to
effectively build peace we need to balance the power and distribute
resources. As money is a form of power then the redistribution of
wealth is a form of peacebuilding. If Jesus is anti-war and we want to
follow the teachings of Jesus, then we need to work to changes the
structures that keep war in place. Peace cannot be achieved so long as
there is poverty in the world, and Jesus is vocally anti-poverty. So by
the very nature of how War works shows us how Jesus’s message of
helping the poor is innately one of pacifism and cannot be separated.
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Another way that I see tackling poverty as something essential to the
principle of building peace is that war hurts the poorest among us. It
is the poor who are the bodies who die fighting the rich man’s war; it’s
the poor people who get left behind because they can’t afford to leave;
and it is the poor people who lose everything if they become displaced.
This shows the connectedness of Jesus’s testimony to build peace and
Jesus’s testimony to help the poor because war and poverty are not
mutually exclusive.
As a quaker peacebuilding plays an active
role in my life and in the lives of quakers
throughout history. Our peace testimony
is one of the things we are most known for
and one that I try to actively live out in my
life. One of the ways we can work together
to achieve peace is through supporting the
poorest in society through direct charity
but also advocating for tax reform (and
for companies to actually pay their tax)
and a stronger welfare state (or a welfare
state in general).
Our current economic system of a small number of people who hold a
large amount of wealth only perpetuates war (as these people seek to
maintain amd accumulate power and resources), but in Christ we are
told that holding large wealth is not only bad but by its very nature
makes it difficult to get into heaven. If we follow the logic that the 1%
perpetuate and maintain war, then in order to build peace we cannot
have a 1%. Peacebuilding and tackling poverty are intrinsically linked
and we are called to do both as followers of Christ.
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Interfaith Dialogue
WSCF has always promoted both the unity and diversity of its
movements: unity in our shared vision for justice and peace; diversity
in approach. Coming from diverse cultures, denominations, social and
economic backgrounds, we share our diverse understandings, learn
from each other's traditions, explore ways of living, and grow together
as a community.
We empower our young people to
address social injustice and be the voice
of the marginalised despite their gender,
racial and religious identity. In many
realities, religions and beliefs are
increasingly used to divide societies and
instil fear. Far-right and fascist ideology
is gaining a stronger grasp over our
politics, mainstream media, economic
arguments and debates over our cultural
and traditional values.
It is crucial that we assert a meaningful voice against social division
and exclusion of those different from us. We help our members to
face these ideologies by maturing their own understanding of the
presence of "others" as an opportunity rather than a problem. A
chance for positive renewal, building relationships, growing in
understanding, and expressing the love and grace of the Christian
message in a way that unites, not divides.
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We believe building a just and peaceful future is only possible through
engaging in meaningful dialogue with those who practice different
faith traditions. We strengthen our relationships for a shared future
with respect and care for one another. The shared future for our
humanity and our planet can be healed and saved only by overcoming
fears and refusing to accept barriers, acknowledging the power of
meaningful connections and knowledge. It takes courage to be openminded; how does this courage come about? How do we learn to love
our neighbours and not feel threatened by their beliefs? With love,
respect, and solidarity, we celebrate diversity, togetherness and
religious harmony. By being open and curious, we nurture our
willingness for peace with justice for all. We encourage everyone to
actively build more inclusive and just societies with a shared
commitment to human dignity.

Ecological Justice
“Blessed are you the poor, for yours is the Kingdom of Heaven”. These
words of the Lord in the Gospel of Luke show the side-taking
preferences that make our faith so unique: it is the faith of the poor
ones, of the small ones, of the oppressed and forgotten. It is that
“preferential option for the poor” that the Brazilian theologian
Leonardo Boff declares as the center of our Lord’s mission.
Nevertheless, those poor ones cannot be understood separated from
what Boff calls “the big poor”: that is, our wounded and devastated
planet. Apart from her, none of us, rich or poor, have any possibility of
subsistence. And the “big poor” remains with us today, claiming
justice, shouting for help, and longing for the manifestation of the
children of God.
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For quite some time, the evidence on climate change has been
conclusive, yet it seems easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a
needle than for mankind to abandon an economic logic that
paradoxically condemns its creators to disasters, destruction, and
ultimate death. What can we do? Where is God’s salvation?
But we are not all equal in the current
climate emergency, nor our burdens are
the same. Ecological injustice shows its
most cynical face in a reality that is since
long known: those who suffer the worst
consequences of climate change and the
devastation of biodiversity it provokes
are precisely those who contributed least
to its occurrence: the marginalised of the
economic system, the subalterns, the
same who are now obliged to offer their
children like living sacrifices to the great
god Market, in the depths of the
Mediterranean, in the dessert between
Sonora and Arizona, in the merciless
Winter of the Balkans.
“Blessed are you the poor, for yours is the Kingdom of Heaven,” and
blessed is our mother Earth because God’s salvation is not indifferent
to her suffering, because the children of God embrace the mission to
struggle for justice, because youth from all around the globe refuse to
perpetuate the ecocidal logics of the Market. Blessed is our fruitful
mother because her redemption is near!
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Higher Education
Nobody who enters higher education hopes to
become poorer as a result. However, this
statement is especially true for those who are
born to privileged positions, “the 1%,” whose
station in life is achieved by a form of
protectionism which ensures their children will
enjoy the same power that they do currently.
Those with the most money are able to pay for
extra tuition and education at highly successful
private schools, and in some cases even to bribe
their way into top universities, unfairly putting
them in pole position to achieve powerful
positions in society, such as those of politicians
or judges. Meanwhile, even those working class
people who are able to break through this
barrier experience being looked down upon, and
wealth disparity between universities ensures
that other universities can never hope to
compete with those at the very top.
This hoarding of financial wealth by elites disadvantages all of us. The
world we live in is made poorer when even one person does not meet
their full potential, yet this is the story of many people due to a lack of
investment in education, forcing schools and universities to stretch
the little money they have rather than giving teachers and lecturers
the resources they need to teach at the highest possible standard. For
each young person we fail to support, we miss out on the full scope of
what they could offer; we thus lose a piece of what this world could
become and instead risk breeding resentment at lost chances.
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Then what would it mean to enter university not for personal status,
but with a view to building God’s kingdom? We see this in many of the
actions of ordinary students campaigning for a better world: consider
the school strikes for climate change, or actions by students to support
refugees. In each case, these demonstrate students putting others
before themselves out of a belief that change is possible. WSCF
supports its members and affiliated movements to consider
prayerfully how to make the world a better place, and to act. Perhaps
we cannot give all our wealth to the poor; but perhaps, if the systems
in place lifted all God’s children equally, we would not have to.

Interactive Reflections

One of the great opportunities offered by online services
is using the many tools that are provided to include
your community in the reflections. Thoughts on the
biblical readings can be collected through the chat
function of your meeting tool, your comments under a
livestream or an external tool. You can play some
music or enjoy a moment of silence while collecting
these thoughts.
A discussion or someone presenting the collection can
be a good closing for this moment.
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Prayer of Intercession

Dear Lord,
We thank you for staying with those who are
feeling overwhelmed because of the challenges
of each day. It may be those who are losing their
strength fighting against the ongoing pandemic.
Many people are suffering from the virus and
the continuous symptoms of Long-COVID. We
ask you to nurture their bodies with strength
and their minds with hope. It may be those who
don't fit into the norms of the society: having a
perfect body, a prestigious job and a brave mind.
You created us as individuals with different
looks and different interests. We ask you to
remind us of this beautiful gift, that we are one
in your name.
Amen
Dear Lord,
We thank you for the community that we
experience in all our SCMs and church
communities in your name. It’s good to be on the
road together, to exchange our views on personal
and social questions. But we also know about the
vulnerability of our communities for conflicts:
where so many different opinions and cultures
come together, misunderstandings and conflicts
are not a rarity. We ask you for graciousness and
patience with each other, and we ask for the gift
of your words when we have to speak clearly and
without hesitation.
Amen
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Dear Lord,
We pray for the people who are experiencing
injustice in their country. Nowadays, fewer people
are living in democratic systems than under
authoritative governance. In many countries the
freedom of speech is suppressed, the freedom of
religion is restricted and the gap between rich and
poor is continuously widening.
Send aid to those in need, we pray. We ask that
you advise the leaders of this world to take
responsibility for their actions, and lead their way
to a just and free communion.
Amen

Interactive Prayer

One of the great opportunities offered by online
services is using the many tools that are provided to
include your community in the prayer. Prayer
concerns can be collected through the chat function
of your meeting tool, from comments under a
livestream or through an external tool. You can
play some music or enjoy a moment of silence while
collecting prayers.
This moment of shared prayer can be closed with
the Lord's Prayer or another short closing prayer.
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Song

God and money
Christ tells us that we cannot serve
both God and money too.
It’s time to choose which side we’re on;
account for what we do.
While some folk lack enough to thrive
and some have wealth to spare,
Christ sits beside the least of these
and calls us all to care.
For all that we will spend or save,
invest or give away,
is held in trust to be a means
to follow in Christ’s way.
When quests for wealth destroy our world
and tides and rivers rise,
the poorest countries suffer most:
take notice of their cries.
To banks and all with money’s power,
the prophets’ voices call:
“Repent of all that harms the earth,
work for the good of all.”
Across the seas, may we reach out
with trade that’s just and fair.
Creation’s riches are for all,
Christ’s common wealth to share.
Words © Liz Delafield, Metre: CM (86.86.)

Recommended tunes are: St Columba (Erin) or “Jerusalem (Grosvenor)” by Symeon Grosvenor
Link to the song with more information: https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faithplus/posts/god-and-money-website-only/
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Blessing

A Franciscan blessing:
May God bless you with anger at injustice,
oppression and exploitation of people
so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless you with tears to shed
for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
and turn their pain to joy.
And may God bless you with enough foolishness
to believe that you can make a difference in the world
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.
Source: Unknown.
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